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ITACS demands justice in WEEE consultation

ITACS have submitted angry comments from independent computer retailers as part of 
their response to the recast of EU directives concerning WEEE.  ITACS have given to 
BERR  evidence,  information,  comments  and  arguments  collected  from  hundreds  of 
retailers and other contributors collected over the last two years as part of the successful 
ITACS campaign to raise awareness of the injustices within the WEEE directives.  BERR 
will be using that information to represent the UK in the WEEE recast consultation process 
which is currently taking place.

ITACS is delighted to note the EU Commission have recognised the claim from ITACS that 
the directives are unfair to small businesses.  The commission have discovered, according 
to their own report, there is a “lack of a level playing field” and a “distortion of competition.” 
It  is  important therefore that the Commission not  only recognise the injustice but  take 
action to redress the balance and provide a better level of equity within the marketplace.

Matthew  Woolley,  Chairman  of  ITACS  says,  “The  directive  is  supposed  to  be  about 
“producer pays” - it's not supposed to be about heavily taxing small businesses for the 
good practices they were already doing before the new directives.  Large scale producers 
flout the regulations, looking for loopholes and are in effect being subsidised by a myriad 
of small businesses throughout the UK and of course Europe.”

To ensure that proper notice is taken of the inequalities, ITACS today is launching a new 
campaign  to  raise  awareness  of  the  injustice  within  the  current  regulations  and 
marketplace.  ITACS will be presenting evidence and arguments over the weeks ahead to 
explain how WEEE can be reduced, red tape can be minimised, or how big business can 
pay it's fair share instead of exploiting loopholes.

There is an opportunity for change, and ITACS demands that UK and EU legislation is 
updated in  an appropriate  and fair  manner  for  all  business types – not  just  the large 
companies who have the finances and resources to shout the loudest.

ITACS  would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say  a  big  thank  you  to  all  of  the 
supporters in our efforts over the last two years to get the regulations changed.  Your time 
and efforts have not been in vain. The changes ITACS has petitioned and campaigned for 
can at long last effect change.

END



Additional Information

1. Sample of comments from members included in the report.

Yet further Civil Service incompetence.
Most ill-thought out and implemented legislation so far.
As always the little man ends up short changed.
We have always strived to be "green", this legislation just makes it very expensive now. 
Total Madness.
WEEE is unnecessarily complicated, and unfairly discriminates against the small business.
I fully support this petition to establish a level playing field.

2. The EU WEEE recast consultation document is available here...

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0810:FIN:EN:PDF

3. The BERR consultation document is available here...

http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file50817.pdf

3. The artwork for the ITACS logo can be obtained from here...

http://www.itacs.org.uk/logos/normal/artwork.jpg

5. ITACS: The Independent Trade Association of Computer Specialists

ITACS seeks to represent the views of independent computer retailers.  This includes the 
small companies and their repair and support technicians and engineers who repair, 
service and maintain the complex configurations that users and companies require.

ITACS was founded in August 2006 from popular demand to look after the specific 
interests of the small independent retailer/service provider not adequately represented by 
existing organisations at that time.  ITACS is a not for profit trade body drawing it’s 
Committee and expertise wholly from within it’s membership.  Further information about 
ITACS can be obtained at www.itacs.org.uk

6. Matthew Woolley, Chairman of ITACS will be at the Channel show in Birmingham, along 
with other representatives and members of the association.

7. If you have not been sent this press release directly and wish to receive all press 
releases as they are produced then please email Anthony Knee (information below)

8. Main contact regarding this press release is...

Anthony Knee
Tel: 01206 509602
Email: anthony@keen2c.co.uk


